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The 50th annual Law Day was celebrated with a 1st grade
class from Episcopal Academy. The students gathered
at Philadelphia City Hall to celebrate and learn the ways
of the law. Sam J. Pace Jr. of DBMP, together with the
Honorable Annette Rizzo participated as an organizer of
the event. In the case of Gold E. Locks and the B.B. Wolf,

the Three Little Bears and the Three Little Pigs took the
stand to tell their side of the story. Students were the jurors, and were able to see what a true trial would look like
using very familiar characters. Sam Pace also performed
the role of Papa Bear during the trial. The day continued
with guest speakers which included Philadelphia Mayor

Michael Nutter, Judge Darnell Jones, Sheriff Doherty, and
Heather Herrington of “PhiLAWdelphia”.
Law Day is a national day set aside to celebrate the rule of
law. Law Day underscores how law and the legal process
have contributed to the freedoms that all Americans share.
Law Day was created in 1957 by American Bar Association President Charles S. Rhyne, a Washington , D.C. ,
who envisioned a special national day for celebrating our
legal system. In 1958, President Dwight D. Eisenhower
established Law Day as a day of national dedication to
the principles of government under law. In 1968, May 1st

was designated by joint resolution of Congress as the
official date for celebrating Law Day, but celebrations
often take place either before or after that date. Some
Bar Associations celebrate Law Week. Law Day also
provides an opportunity to recognize the role of courts
in our democracy.
The 2008 Law Day theme was “The Rule of Law:
Foundation for Communities of Opportunity and
Equity”. The importance of the 2008 theme was to
demonstrate how advancing the rule of law achieves
an array of public benefits. We all have a stake in the
rule of law, and we all can do our part to strengthen it.
The rule of law refers to a system of self-government
with a strong and accessible legal process. It features
a system based on fair, publicized, broadly understood,
and stable laws, and diverse, competent, and independent lawyers and judges. This foundation is essential
to foster sustainable communities of opportunity
and equity.
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